Introduction

History of the family Sphaeronectidae
Presently the Sphaeronectidae is considered to be a small family of calycophoran siphonophores that are unique in that they retain into their adult, polygastric stage their larval nectophore and no further, definitive nectophores are developed. Thus, as for instance Totton (1965) had suggested, they can be considered neotenous. Totton (ibid. p. 201) also pointed out that "It was this beautiful and remarkable little 'monophyid' in which the stem was supposed to arise from the exumbral pole of the nectosac that gave rise to the medusoid theory of siphonophore evolution". Although in the 19 th Century sphaeronectid species had been described within two genera, Sphaeronectes and Monophyes, most, but not all, more recent reviewers have considered
